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the King had always thought that this would be so, and thanked me. 
The Russian Minister and the British Minister, whom I saw subse- 
quently, appeared much pleased that in the circumstances I gave this 
assurance, which further, as the English Minister told me, was in accord- 
ance with the declaration of Sir E. Grey. 

Klobukowski. 



CHAPTER VI 



DECLARATION OF WAR BY GERMANY ON RUSSIA (SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 
AT 7.10 P. M.) J AND ON FRANCE (MONDAY, AUGUST 3, AT 6.45 P. M.) 

NO. 120. 

M. 'Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, Berlin, 

Vienna, Rome „ . . . ... , 

Paris, August 1, 1914. 

Two d-marches were made yesterday evening by the Austrian Am- 
bassadors — the one at Paris, which was rather vague, the other at 
St. Petersburgh, precise and conciliatory. 

Count Scezsen came to explain to me that the Austro-Hungarian 
Government had officially informed Russia that it had no territorial 
ambition, and would not touch the sovereignty of Servia; that it also 
repudiates any intention of occupying the Sandjak; but that these ex- 
planations of disinterestedness only retain their force if the war remains 
localized to Austria and Servia, as a European war would open out 
eventualities which it was impossible to foresee. The Austrian Ambas- 
sador, in commenting on these explanations, gave me to understand 
that if his government could not answer the questions of the Powers 
speaking in their own name, they would certainly answer Servia, or 
any single Power asking for these conditions in the name of Servia. 
He added that a step in this direction was perhaps still possible. 

At St. Petersburgh the Austrian Ambassador called on M. Sazonof 
and explained to him that his government was willing to begin a dis- 
cussion as to the basis of the ultimatum addressed to Servia. The 
Russian Minister declared himself satisfied with this declaration, and 
proposed that the pourparlers should take place in London with the 
participation of the Powers. M. Sazonof will have requested the Eng- 
lish Government to take the lead in the discussion; he pointed out 
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that it would be very important that Austria should stop her operations 
in Servia. 

The deduction from these facts is that Austria would at last show 
herself ready to come to an agreement, just as the Russian Government 
is ready to enter into negotiations on the basis of the English proposal. 

Unfortunately these arrangements which allowed one to hope for 
a peaceful solution appear, in fact, to have been rendered useless by 
the attitude of Germany. This Power has in fact presented an ultima- 
tum giving the Russian Government twelve hours in which to agree to 
the demobilization of their forces not only as against Germany, but 
also as against Austria; this time-limit expires at noon. The ultimatum 
is not justified, for Russia has accepted the English proposal which 
implies a cessation of military preparation by all the Powers. 

The attitude of Germany proves that she wishes for war. And she 
wishes for it against France. Yesterday when Herr von Schoen came 
to the Quai d'Orsay to ask what attitude France proposed to take in 
case of a Russo-German conflict, the German Ambassador, although 
there has been no direct dispute between France and Germany, and 
although from the beginning of the crisis we have used all our efforts 
for a peaceful solution and are still continuing to do so, added that he 
asked me to present his respects and thanks to the President of the 
Republic, and asked that we would be good enough to make arrange- 
ments as to him personally (des dispositions pour sa propre per Sonne); 
we know also that he has already put the archives of the embassy in 
safety. This attitude of breaking off diplomatic relations without any 
direct dispute, and although he has not received any definitely negative 
answer, is characteristic of the determination of Germany to make 
war against France. The want of sincerity in her peaceful protestations 
is shown by the rupture which she is forcing upon Europe at a time 
when Austria had at last agreed with Russia to begin negotiations. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 121. 

M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Ren6 Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Beblin, August 1, 1914- 
My Russian colleague received yesterday evening two telegrams from 
M. Sazonof advising him that the Austrian Ambassador at St. Peters- 
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burgh had explained that his government was ready to discuss the 
note to Servia with the Russian Government even as to its basis; M. Saz- 
onof answered that in his opinion these conversations should take place 
in London. 

The ultimatum to Russia can only do away with the last chances of 
peace which these conversations still seemed to leave. The question 
may be asked whether in such circumstances the acceptance by Austria 
was serious, and had not the object of throwing the responsibility of the 
conflict on to Russia. 

My British colleague during the night made a pressing appeal to 
Herr von Jagow's feelings of humanity. The latter answered that the 
matter had gone too far and that they must wait for the Russian answer 
to the German ultimatum. But he told Sir Edward Goschen that the 
ultimatum required that the Russians should countermand their mob- 
ilization, not only as against Germany but also as against Austria; my 
British colleague was much astonished at this, and said that it did not 
seem possible for Russia to accept this last point. 

Germany's ultimatum coming at the very moment when an agree- 
ment seemed about to be established between Vienna and St. Peters- 
burgh, is characteristic of her warlike policy. 

In truth the conflict was between Russia and Austria only, and Ger- 
many could only intervene as an ally of Austria; in these circumstances, 
as the two Powers which were interested as principals were prepared for 
conversations, it is impossible to understand why Germany should 
send an ultimatum to Russia instead of continuing like all the other 
Powers to work for a peaceful solution, unless she desired war on her 
own account. 

J. Cambon. 



No. 122. 

M. Rene Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Ambassadors at London, Berlin, and to the French 
Minister at Brussels 

Paris, August 1, 1914- 
The British Ambassador, under the instructions of his government, 
came to ask me what would be the attitude of the French Government 
as regards Belgium in case of conflict with Germany. 
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I stated that, in accordance with the assurance which we had re- 
peatedly given the Belgian Government, we intended to respect their 
neutrality. 

It would only be in the event of some other Power violating that 
neutrality that France might find herself brought to enter Belgian 
territory, with the object of fulfilling her obligations as a guaranteeing 
Power. Rene Viviani. 



No. 123. 



M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Beblin, August 1, 1914- 
The British Ambassador has been instructed by his government to 
make to the German Government a communication identical with 
that which he made to you on the subject of the neutrality of Belgium. 
Herr von Jagow answered that he would take the instructions of the 
Emperor and the Chancellor, but that he did not think an answer could 
be given, for Germany could not disclose her military plans in this way. 
The British Ambassador will see Herr von Jagow to-morrow afternoon. 

J. Cambon. 



No. 124. 



M. Barr&re, French Ambassador at Rome, to M. Rent, Viviani, President 
of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Rome, August 1, 1914. 

I went to see the Marquis di San Giuliano this morning at half-past 
eight, in order to get precise information from him as to the attitude 
of Italy in view of the provocative acts of Germany and the results 
which they may have. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs answered that he had seen the 
German Ambassador yesterday evening. Herr von Flotow had said 
to him that Germany had requested the Russian Government to sus- 
pend mobilization, and the French Government to inform them as to 
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their intentions; Germany had given France a time limit of eighteen 
hours and Russia a time limit of twelve hours. 

Herr von Flotow as a result of this communication asked what were 
the intentions of the Italian Government. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano answered that as the war undertaken 
by Austria was aggressive and did not fall within the purely defensive 
character of the Triple Alliance, particularly in view of the consequences 
which might result from it according to the declaration of the German 
Ambassador, Italy would not be able to take part in the war. 

Barrere. 



No. 125. 

M-. Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, Berlin, Vienna, 
Rome, Madrid, Constantinople 

Paris, August 1, 1914. 
The German Ambassador came to see me again at 11 o'clock this 
morning. After having recalled to his memory all the efforts made by 
France towards an honorable settlement of the Austro-Servian conflict 
and the difficulty between Austria and Russia which has resulted from 
it, I put him in possession of the facts as to the pourparlers which have 
been carried on since yesterday: 

(1) An English compromise, proposing, besides other suggestions, 

suspension of military preparations on the part of Russia, on 
condition that the other Powers should act in the same way; 
adherence of Russia to this proposal. 

(2) Communications from the Austrian Government declaring that 

they did not desire any aggrandizement in Servia, nor even to 

advance into the Sandjak, and stating that they were ready 

to discuss even the basis of the Austro-Servian question at 

London with the other Powers. 

I drew attention to the attitude of Germany who, abandoning all 

pourparlers, presented an ultimatum to Russia at the very moment 

when this Power had just accepted the English formula (which implies 

the cessation of military preparations by all the countries which have 

mobilized) and regarded as imminent a diplomatic rupture with France. 

Baron von Schoen answered that he did not know the developments 
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which had taken place in this matter for the last twenty-four hours, 
that there was perhaps in them a "glimmer of hope" for some arrange- 
ment, that he had not received any fresh communication from his 
government, and that he was going to get information. He gave re- 
newed protestations of his sincere desire to unite his efforts to those of 
France for arriving at a solution of the conflict. I laid stress on the 
serious responsibility which the Imperial Government would assume if, 
in circumstances such as these, they took an initiative which was not 
justified and of a kind which would irremediably compromise peace. 

Baron von Schoen did not allude to his immediate departure and did 
not make any fresh request for an answer to his question concerning 
the attitude of France in case of an Austro-Russian conflict. He con- 
fined himself to saying of his own accord that the attitude of France 
was not doubtful. 

It would not do to exaggerate the possibilities which may result from 
my conversation with the German Ambassador for, on their side, the 
Imperial Government continue the most dangerous preparations on our 
frontier. However, we must not neglect the possibilities, and we should 
not cease to work towards an agreement. On her side France is taking 
all military measures required for protection against too great an ad- 
vance in German military preparations. She considers that her at- 
tempts at solution will only have a chance of success so far as it is felt 
that she will be ready and resolute if the conflict is forced on her. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 126. 

M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Reni Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Paris, August 1, 1914- 
Sir Edward Grey said to me that, at a meeting this morning, the 
Cabinet had again considered the situation. As Germany had asked 
England to give a declaration of neutrality and had not obtained it, 
the British Government remained masters of their action; this could 
shape itself in accordance with different hypotheses. 

In the first place, Belgian neutrality is of great importance to Eng- 
land. France has immediately renewed her engagement to respect it. 
Germany has explained "that she was not in a position to reply." 
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Sir Edward Grey will put the Cabinet in possession of this answer and 
will ask to be authorized to state on Monday in the House of Commons, 
that the British Government will not permit a violation of Belgian 
neutrality. 

In the second place, the English fleet is mobilized, and Sir Edward 
Grey will propose to his colleagues that he should state that it will 
oppose the passage of the Straits of Dover by the German fleet, or, if 
the German fleet should pass through (venaientd le passer), will oppose 
any demonstration on the French coasts. These two questions will be 
dealt with at the meeting on Monday. I drew the attention of the Sec- 
retary of State to the point that, if during this intervening period any 
incident took place, it was necessary not to allow a surprise, and that 
it would be desirable to think of intervening in time. 

Paul Cambon. 



No. 127. 

M. Rene Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London 

Paris, August 1, 1914. 

We are warned through several channels that the German and the 
Austrian Governments are trying at this moment to influence England 
by making her believe that the responsibility for war, if it breaks out, 
will fall on Russia. Efforts are being made to obtain the neutrality of 
England by disguising the truth. 

France has not ceased in co-operation with England to advise modera- 
tion at St. Petersburgh; this advice has been listened to. 

From the beginning M. Sazonof has exercised pressure on Servia to 
make her accept all those clauses of the ultimatum which were not in- 
compatible with her sovereignty. 

He then engaged in a direct conversation with Austria; this was 
fresh evidence of his conciliatory spirit. Finally he has agreed to allow 
those Powers which are less interested to seek for means of composing 
the dispute. 

In accordance with the wish expressed to him by Sir George Buchanan, 
M. Sazonof consented to modify the first formula which he had put 
forward, and he has drawn up a second which is shown not to differ 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 267 

materially from the declaration which Count Scezsen made yesterday 
to M. de Margerie. Count Scezsen affirms that Austria has no inten- 
tion of seeking territorial aggrandizement and does not wish to touch 
the sovereignty of Servia. He expressly adds that Austria has no de- 
signs on the Sandjak of Novi-Bazar. 

It would then seem that an agreement between Sir Edward Grey's 
suggestion, M. Sazonof's formula and the Austrian declarations could 
easily be reconciled. 

France is determined, in co-operation with England, to work to the 
very end for the realization of this. 

But while these negotiations were going on, and while Russia in the 
negotiations showed a good will which cannot be disputed, Austria was 
the first to proceed to a general mobilization. 

Russia has found herself obliged to imitate Austria, so as not to be 
left in an unfavorable position, but all the time she has continued ready 
to negotiate. 

It is not necessary for me to repeat that, so far as we are concerned, 
we will, in co-operation with England, continue to work for the success 
of these pourparlers. 

But the attitude of Germany has made it absolutely compulsory for 
us to make out the order for mobilization to-day. 

Last Wednesday, well in advance of Russian mobilization, as I have 
already telegraphed to you, Herr von Schoen announced to me the 
impending publication of Kriegsgefahrzustand. This measure has been 
taken by Germany, and under the protection of this screen, she im- 
mediately began a mobilization in the proper sense of the word. 

To-day M. Paleologue telegraphed that Count Pourtales had notified 
the Russian Government of German mobilization. 

Information which has been received by the Ministry of War con- 
firms the fact that this mobilization is really in full execution. 

Our decree of mobilization is then an essential measure of protec- 
tion. The government have accompanied it by a proclamation signed 
by the President of the Republic and by all the Ministers, in which 
they explain that mobilization is not war, and that in the present state 
of affairs it is the best means for France of safeguarding peace, and that 
the Government of the Republic will redouble their efforts to bring 
the negotiations to a conclusion. 

Will you be good enough to bring all these points urgently to the 
notice of Sir Edward Grey, and to point out to him that we have through- 
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out been governed by the determination not to commit any act of 
provocation? 

I am persuaded that in case war were to break out, English opinion 
would see clearly from which side aggression comes, and that it would 
realize the strong reasons which we have given to Sir Edward Grey for 
asking for armed intervention on the part of England in the interest of 
the future of the European balance of power. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 128. 



M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. Rene Viviani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Luxemburg, August 1, 191 4- 
The Minister of State instructs me to ask from the French Govern- 
ment an assurance of neutrality similar to that which has been given to 
Belgium. M. Eyschen has stated that at present, as the declaration in 
question was made to the President of the Council of the Belgian Govern- 
ment by the French Minister at Brussels, he thought that the same 
procedure would be most suitable with regard to the Grand Duchy. 

This is the reason why he has abstained from making a request 
direct to the Government of the Republic. As the Chamber of Deputies 
meets on Monday, M. Eyschen wishes to have the answer by that date; 
a similar d-marche is being made at the same time with the German 
Minister at Luxemburg. 

MOLLARD. 



No. 129. 

M. Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg 

Paris, August 1, 1914- 
Be good enough to state to the President of the Council that in con- 
formity with the Treaty of London, 1867, the Government of the Re- 
public intends to respect the neutrality of the Grand Duchy of Luxem- 
burg, as they have shown by their attitude. 
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The violation of this neutrality by Germany would, however, be an 
act of a kind which would compel France from that time to be guided 
in this matter by care for her defence and her interests. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 130. 

M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Rent Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, August 1, 1914. 
Special editions of newspapers are being distributed in the streets of 
Berlin announcing that the general mobilization of the army and the 
navy has been decreed and that the first day of the mobilization is 
Sunday, 2nd August. 

Jules Cambon. 



No. 131. 

M . Eyschen, Minister of State for Luxemburg, to M. Rent Viviani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Luxemburg, August 2, 1914. 

I have the honor to bring to your excellency's notice the following 
facts: 

On Sunday, the 2nd August, very early, German troops, according 
to the information which has up to now reached the Grand Ducal 
Government, penetrated into Luxemburg territory by the bridges of 
Wasserbillig and Remich, and proceeded especially towards the south 
and in the direction of Luxemburg, the capital of the Grand Duchy. 
A certain number of armored trains with troops and ammunition have 
been sent along the railway line from Wasserbillig to Luxemburg, 
where their arrival is immediately expected. These occurrences con- 
stitute acts which are manifestly contrary to the neutrality of the 
Grand Duchy as guaranteed by the Treaty of London of 1867. The 
Luxemburg Government have not failed to address an energetic protest 
against this aggression to the representatives of His Majesty the Ger- 
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man Emperor at Luxemburg. An identical protest will be sent by 
telegraph to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs at Berlin. 

The Minister of State, 
President of the Government. 
Eyschen. 



No. 132. 

M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. Rene Viviani, President 
of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Luxemburg, August 2, 1914- 
The Minister of State for Luxemburg, M. Eyschen, has just received, 
through Herr von Buch, German Minister at Luxemburg, a telegram 
from Bethmann-Hollweg, Chancellor of the German Empire, saying 
that the military measures taken by Germany in Luxemburg do not 
constitute a hostile act against this country, but are solely measures 
tended to assure the use of the railways which have been leased to the 
Empire against the eventual attack of a French army. Luxemburg 
will receive a complete indemnity for any damage. 

Mollard. 



No. 133. 

Note handed in by the German Ambassador 

Paris, August 2, 1911,.. 
The German Ambassador has just been instructed, and hastens to 
inform the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the military measures 
taken by Germany in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg do not constitute 
an act of hostility. They must be considered as purely preventive 
measures taken for the protection of the railways, which, under the 
treaties between Germany and the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, are 
under German administration. 

von Schoen. 
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No. 134. 

M. PaUologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Rent Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Petebsburgh, August 2, 1914- 
Yesterday at ten minutes past seven in the evening the German 
Ambassador handed to M. Sazonof a declaration of war by his govern- 
ment; he will leave St. Petersburgh to-day. 

The Austro-Hungarian Ambassador has not received any instructions 
from his Government as to the declaration of war. 

Paleologue. 



No. 135. 

M. Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the Representatives of France abroad 

Paris, August 2, 1914- 
The Russian Ambassador informs me that Germany has just declared 
war on Russia, notwithstanding the negotiations which are proceeding, 
and at a moment when Austria-Hungary was agreeing to discuss with 
the Powers even the basis of her conflict with Servia. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 136. 



M. Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, Berlin, 
Vienna, Rome, Madrid, Constantinople 

Paris, August 2, 1914- 
This morning, French territory was violated by German troops at 
Ciry and near Longwy. They are marching on the fort which bears 
the latter name. Elsewhere the custom house at Delle has twice been 
fired upon. Finally, German troops have also violated this morning 
the neutral territory of Luxemburg. 
You will at once use this information to lay stress on the fact that 
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the German Government is committing itself to acts of war against 
France without provocation on our part, or any previous declaration 
of war, whilst we have scrupulously respected the zone of ten kilometres 
which we have maintained, even since the mobilization, between our 
troops and the frontier. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 137. 



M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Rent Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, August 2, 1914- 
After the meeting of the Cabinet held this morning, Sir Edward Grey 
made the following declaration to me: 

I am authorized to give an assurance that, if the German fleet comes into the 
Channel or through the North Sea to undertake hostile operations against French 
coasts or shipping, the British fleet will give all the protection in its power. 

This assurance is of course subject to the policy of His Majesty's Government 
receiving the support of Parliament, and must not be taken as binding His Majesty's 
Government to take any action until the above contingency of action by the German 
fleet takes place. 

Afterwards in speaking to me of the neutrality of Belgium and that 
of Luxemburg, the Secretary of State reminded me that the Conven- 
tion of 1867, referring to the Grand Duchy, differed from the treaty 
referring to Belgium, in that England was bound to require the observ- 
ance of this latter convention without the assistance of the other guar- 
anteeing Powers, while with regard to Luxemburg all the guaranteeing 
Powers were to act in concert. 

The protection of Belgian neutrality is here considered so important 
that England will regard its violation by Germany as a casus belli. It 
is a specially English interest and there is no doubt that the British 
Government, faithful to the traditions of their policy, will insist upon 
it, even if the business world in which German influence is making 
tenacious efforts, exercises pressure to prevent the government commit- 
ting itself against Germany. 

Paul Cambon. 
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No. 138. 

M . Rene Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London 

Paris, August 2, 1914- 
I note the points contained in your telegrams of the 27th, 30th, 
31st July and the 1st August, and in that which you have sent to me 
to-day. 

In communicating to the Chambers the declaration which Sir Ed- 
ward Grey has made to you, the text of which is contained in your last 
telegram, I will add that in it we have obtained from Great Britain a 
first assistance which is most valuable to us. 

In addition, I propose to indicate that the help which Great Britain 
intends to give to France for the protection of the French coasts or the 
French merchant marine, will be used in such a way that our navy 
will also, in case of a Franco-German conflict, be supported by the 
English fleet in the Atlantic as well as in the North Sea and Channel. 
In addition I would note that English ports could not serve as places 
for revictualling for the German fleet. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 139. 

M. Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin 

Paris, August 2, 1914- 
German troops having to-day violated the eastern frontier at several 
points I request you immediately to protest in writing to the German 
Government. You will be good enough to take as your text the follow- 
ing note which, in the uncertainty of communications between Paris 
and Berlin, I have addressed directly to the German Ambassador: 

The French administrative and military authorities in the eastern district have 
just reported several acts which I have instructed the Ambassador of the Republic 
at Berlin to bring to the knowledge of the Imperial Government. 

The first has taken place at Delle in the district of Belfort; on two occasions the 
French customs station in this locality has been fired upon by a detachment of 
German soldiers. North of Delle two German patrols of the 5th mounted Jaegers 
crossed the frontier this morning and advanced to the villages of Joncherey and Baron, 
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more than ten kilometres from the frontier. The officer who commanded the first 
has blown out the brains of a French soldier. The German cavalry carried off some 
horses which the French mayor of Suarce was collecting and forced the inhabitants 
of the commune to lead the said horses. 

The Ambassador of the Republic at Berlin has been instructed to make a formal 
protest to the Imperial Government against acts which form a flagrant violation 
of the frontier by German troops in arms, and which are not justified by anything in 
the present situation. The Government of the Republic can only leave to the Im- 
perial Government the entire responsibility for these acts. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 140. 

M . Marcelin Pellet, French Minister at The Hague, to M. Ben6 Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

The Hague, August 3, 1914- 
The German Minister called yesterday on the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to explain the necessity under which, as he said, Germany was 
placed of violating the neutral territory of Luxemburg, adding that he 
would have a fresh communication to make to him to-day. He has 
now this morning announced the entry of German troops into Belgium 
in order, as he has explained, to prevent an occupation of that country 
by France. 

Pellet. 



No. 141. 

M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August S, 1914. 
Yesterday evening the German Minister handed to the Belgian 
Government an ultimatum stating that his government, having learnt 
that the French were preparing for operations in the districts of Givet 
and of Namur, were compelled to take steps, the first of which was to 
invite the Belgian Government to inform them, within seven hours, if 
they were disposed to facilitate military operations in Belgium against 
France. In case of refusal the fortune of war would decide. 
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The Government of the King answered that the information as to 
the French movement appeared to them to be inaccurate in view of the 
formal assurances which had been given by France, and were still quite 
recent; that Belgium, which since the establishment of her Kingdom, 
has taken every care to assure the protection of her dignity and of her 
interests, and has devoted all her efforts to peaceful development of prog- 
ress, strongly protests against any violation of her territory from what- 
ever quarter it may come: and that, supposing the violation takes place, 
she will know how to defend with energy her neutrality, which has been 
guaranteed by the Powers, and notably by the King of Prussia. 

Klobukowski. 



No. 142. 



M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. Ren6 Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 8, 1914- 
To the assurance which I gave him that if Belgium appealed to the 
guarantee of the Powers against the violation of her neutrality by Ger- 
many, France would at once respond to her appeal, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs answered: 

It is with great sincerity that we thank the Government of the Republic for the 
support which it would eventually be able to offer us, but under present conditions 
we do not appeal to the guarantee of the Powers. At a later date the Government of 
the King will weigh the measures which it may be necessary to take. 



No. 143. 

M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, August 3, 1914. 
Sir Edward Grey has authorized me to inform you that you could 
state to Parliament that he was making explanations to the Commons 
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as to the present attitude of the British Government, and that the chief 
of these declarations would be as follows: 

In case the German fleet came into the Channel or entered the North Sea in order 
to go round the British Isles with the object of attacking the French coasts or the 
French navy and of harassing French merchant shipping, the English fleet would 
intervene in order to give to French shipping its complete protection, in such a way 
that from that moment England and Germany would be in a state of war. 

Sir Edward Grey explained to me that the mention of an operation 
by way of the North Sea implied protection against a demonstration 
in the Atlantic Ocean. 

The declaration concerning the intervention of the English fleet must 
be considered as binding the British Government. Sir Edward Grey 
has assured me of this and has added that the French Government 
were thereby authorized to inform the Chambers of this. 

On my return to the embassy I received your telephonic communica- 
tion relating to the German ultimatum addressed to Belgium. I im- 
mediately communicated it to Sir Edward Grey. 

Paul Cambon. 



No. 144. 

M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, August 3, 1914. 

Just as Sir Edward Grey was starting this morning for the meeting of 
the Cabinet, my German colleague, who had already seen him yesterday, 
came to press him to say that the neutrality of England did not depend 
upon respecting Belgian neutrality. Sir Edward Grey refused all con- 
versation on this matter. 

The German Ambassador has sent to the press a communique saying 
that if England remained neutral Germany would give up all naval 
operations and would not make use of the Belgian coast as a point 
d'appui. My answer is that respecting the coast is not respecting the 
neutrality of the territory, and that the German ultimatum is already 
a violation of this neutrality. 

Paul Cambon. 
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No. 145. 

M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, August 3, 1914. 

Sir Edward Grey has made the statement regarding the intervention 
of the English fleet. He has explained, in considering the situation, 
what he proposed to do with regard to Belgian neutrality; and the read- 
ing of a letter from King Albert asking for the support of England has 
deeply stirred the House. 

The House will this evening vote the credit which is asked for; from 
this moment its support is secured to the policy of the government, and 
it follows public opinion which is declaring itself more and more in 
our favor. Paul Cambon. 



No. 146. 

M. Rene" Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London 

Paris, August 8, 1914. 

I am told that the German Ambassador is said to have stated to the 
Foreign Office that yesterday morning eighty French officers in Prussian 
uniform had attempted to cross the German frontier in twelve motor 
cars at Walbeck, to the west of Geldern, and that this formed a very 
serious violation of neutrality on the part of France. 

Be good enough urgently to contradict this news which is pure inven- 
tion, and to draw the attention of the Foreign Office to the German 
campaign of false news which is beginning. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 147. 



Letter handed by the German Ambassador to M. Rene" Viviani, President 
of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, during his farewell 
audience, August 3, 1914, ot 6.45 p. m. 

M. le Pr&sident, 

The German administrative and military authorities have estab- 
lished a certain number of flagrantly hostile acts committed on German 
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territory by French military aviators. Several of these have openly 
violated the neutrality of Belgium by flying over the territory of that 
country; one has attempted to destroy buildings near Wesel; others 
have been seen in the district of the Eifel, one has thrown bombs on 
the railway near Carlsruhe and Nuremberg. 

I am instructed, and I have the honor to inform your excellency, that 
in the presence of these acts of aggression the German Empire considers 
itself in a state of war with France in consequence of the acts of this 
latter Power. 

At the same time I have the honor to bring to the knowledge of your 
excellency that the German authorities will detain French mercantile 
vessels in German ports, but they will release them if, within forty-eight 
hours, they are assured of complete reciprocity. 

My diplomatic mission having thus come to an end it only remains 
for me to request your excellency to be good enough to furnish me with 
my passports, and to take the steps you consider suitable to assure my 
return to Germany, with the staff of the embassy, as well as with the 
staff of the Bavarian Legation and of the German Consulate General in 
Paris. 

Be good enough, M. le President, to receive the assurances of my 
deepest respect. 

(Signed) Schoen. 



No. 148. 

M . Rene Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Representatives abroad 

Paris, August 3, 1914- 
The German Ambassador has asked for his passports and is leaving 
this evening with the staffs of the embassy, the German Consulate 
General and the Bavarian Legation. Baron von Schoen has given as 
his reason the establishment by the German administrative and mili- 
tary authorities of acts of hostility which are said to have been committed 
by French military aviators accused of having flown over territory of 
the Empire and thrown bombs. The Ambassador adds that the aviators 
are said to have also violated the neutrality of Belgium by flying over 
Belgian territory. " In the presence of these acts of aggression," says the 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 279 

letter of Baron von Schoen, "the German Empire considers itself in a 
state of war with France in consequence of the acts of this latter Power." 
I formally challenged the inaccurate allegations of the Ambassador, 
and for my part I reminded him that I had yesterday addressed to him 
a note protesting against the flagrant violations of the French frontier 
committed two days ago by detachments of German troops. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 149. 



M . Rene Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin 

(Telegram communicated to French Representatives abroad) 

Paris, August 3, 191£. 
I request you to ask for your passports and to leave Berlin at once 
with the staff of the embassy, leaving the charge of French interests 
and the care of the archives to the Spanish Ambassador. I request 
you at the same time to protest in writing against the violation of the 
neutrality of Luxemburg by German troops, of which notice has been 
given by the Prime Minister of Luxemburg; against the ultimatum ad- 
dressed to the Belgian Government by the German Minister at Brussels 
to force upon them the violation of Belgian neutrality and to require 
of that country that she should facilitate military operations against 
France on Belgian territory; finally against the false allegation of an 
alleged projected invasion of these two countries by French armies, by 
which he has attempted to justifiy the state of war which he declares 
henceforth exists between Germany and France. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 150. 



M. Rene" Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Allizi, French Minister at Munich 

Paris, August 3, 1914. 
Be good enough to inform the Royal Bavarian Government that 
you have received instructions to adapt your attitude to that of our 
Ambassador at Berlin and to leave Munich. Rene Viviani. 
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No. 151. 

M. Rene" Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Representatives at London, St. Petersburgh, Vienna, 
Rome, Madrid, Berne, Constantinople, The Hague, Copenhagen, 
Christiania, Stockholm, Bucharest, Athens, Belgrade 

Paris, August 8, 1914- 
I learn from an official Belgian source that German troops have 
violated Belgian territory at Gemmerich in the district of Verviers. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 152. 



M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. RenS Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 4, 1914- 
The Chief of the Cabinet of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs sends me 
a letter by which 

the Government of the King declare that they are firmly decided to resist the ag- 
gression of Germany by all means in their power. Belgium appeals to England, 
France and Russia to co-operate as guarantors in the defence of her territory. 

There would be a concerted and common action having as its object the resistance 
of forcible measures employed by Germany against Belgium, and at the same time 
to guarantee the maintenance of the independence and integrity of Belgium in the 
future. 

Belgium is glad to be able to declare that she will ensure the defence of her fortified 
places. 

Klobukowski. 



No. 153. 



M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Rene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, August 4, 1914- 
Sir Edward Grey has asked me to come and see him immediately in 
order to tell me that the Prime Minister would to-day make a statement 
in the House of Commons that Germany had been invited to withdraw 
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her ultimatum to Belgium and to give her answer to England before 
12 o'clock to-night. 

Paul Cambon. 



No. 154. 

M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 4, 1914. 
This morning the German Minister informs the Belgian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, that in consequence of the refusal of the Belgian Govern- 
ment the Imperial Government find themselves compelled to carry out 
by force of arms those measures of protection which are rendered in- 
dispensable by the French threats. 

Klobukowski. 



No. 155. 

M. Bapst, French Minister at Copenhagen, to M. Doumergue, Minister 

for Foreign Affairs 

Copenhagen, August 6, 1914. 
The French Ambassador at Berlin asks me to communicate to your 
excellency the following telegram : 

I have been sent to Denmark by the German Government. I have 
just arrived at Copenhagen. I am accompanied by all the staff of the 
Embassy and the Russian Charge - dAffaires at Darmstadt with his 
family. The treatment which we have received is of such a nature that 
I have thought it desirable to make a complete report on it to your 
excellency by telegram. 

On the morning of Monday, the 3rd August, after I had, in accordance 
with your instructions, addressed to Herr von Jagow a protest against 
the acts of aggression committed on French territory by German troops, 
the Secretary of State came to see me. Herr von Jagow came to com- 
plain of acts of aggression which he alleged had been committed in 
Germany, especially at Nuremberg and Coblenz by French aviators, 
who according to his statement "had come from Belgium." I answered 
that I had not the slightest information as to the facts to which he 
attached so much importance and the improbability of which seemed 
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to me obvious; on my part I asked him if he had read the note which I 
had addressed to him with regard to the invasion of our territory by 
detachments of the German army. As the Secretary of State said that 
he had not yet read this note I explained its contents to him. I called 
his attention to the act committed by the officer commanding one of the 
detachments who had advanced to the French village of Joncherey, 
ten kilometres within our frontier, and had blown out the brains of a 
French soldier whom he had met there. After having given my opinion 
of this act I added: "You will admit that under no circumstances could 
there be any comparison between this and the flight of an aeroplane over 
foreign territory carried out by private persons animated by that spirit 
of individual courage by which aviators are distinguished. 

"An act of aggression committed on the territory of a neighbor by 
detachments of regular troops commanded by officers assumes an im- 
portance of quite a different nature." 

Herr von Jagow explained to me that he had no knowledge of the 
facts of which I was speaking to him, and he added that it was difficult 
for events of this kind not to take place when two armies filled with the 
feelings which animated our troops found themselves face to face on 
either side of the frontier. 

At this moment the crowds which thronged the Pariser Platz in front 
of the embassy and whom we could see through the window of my study, 
which was half-open, uttered shouts against France. I asked the Secre- 
tary of State when all this would come to an end. 

"The Government has not yet come to a decision" Herr von Jagow 
answered. "It is probable that Herr von Schoen will receive orders 
to-day to ask for his passports and then you will receive yours." The 
Secretary of State assured me that I need not have any anxiety with 
regard to my departure, and that all the proprieties would be observed 
with regard to me as well as my staff. We were not to see one another 
any more and we took leave of one another after an interview which had 
been courteous and could not make me anticipate what was in store 
for me. 

Before leaving Herr von Jagow I expressed to him my wish to make a 
personal call on the Chancellor, as that would be the last opportunity 
that I should have of seeing him. 

Herr von Jagow answered that he did not advise me to carry out this 
intention as this interview would serve no purpose and could not fail to 
be painful. 

At 6 o'clock in the evening Herr von Langwerth brought me my pass- 
ports. In the name of his government he refused to agree to the wish 
which I expressed to him that I should be permitted to travel by Holland 
or Belgium. He suggested to me that I should go either by way of 
Copenhagen, although he could not assure me a free passage by sea, or 
through Switzerland via Constance. 

I accepted this last route; Herr von Langwerth having asked me to 
leave as soon as I possibly could it was agreed, in consideration of the 
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necessity I was under of making arrangements with the Spanish Am- 
bassador, who was undertaking the charge of our interests, that I should 
leave on the next day, the 4th August, at 10 o'clock at night. 

At 7 o'clock, an hour after Herr von Langwerth had left, Herr von 
Lancken, formerly councillor of the embassy at Paris, came from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to tell me to request the staff of my embassy 
to cease taking meals in the restaurants. This order was so strict that 
on the next day, Tuesday, I had to have recourse to the authority of the 
Wilhelmstrasse to get the Hotel Bristol to send our meals to the em- 
bassy. 

At 11 o'clock on the same evening, Monday, Herr von Langwerth 
came back to tell me that his government would not allow our return 
by way of Switzerland under the pretext that it would take three days 
and three nights to take me to Constance. He announced that I should 
be sent by way of Vienna. I only agreed to this alteration under reserve, 
and during the night I wrote the following letter to Herr von Langwerth: 

Berlin, August S, 1914. 
M. le Baron, 

I have been thinking over the route for my return to my country 
about which you came to speak to me this evening. You propose 
that I shall travel by Vienna. I run the risk of finding myself de- 
tained in that town, if not by the action of the Austrian Government, 
at least owing to the mobilization which creates great difficulties similar 
to those existing in Germany as to the movements of trains. 

Under these circumstances I must ask the German Government 
for a promise made on their honor that the Austrian Government 
will send me to Switzerland, and that the Swiss Government will not 
close its frontier either to me or to the persons by whom I am accom- 
panied, as I am told that that frontier has been firmly closed to for- 
eigners. 

I cannot then accept the proposal that you have made to me unless 
I have the security which I ask for, and unless I am assured that I 
shall not be detained for some months outside my country. 

Jules Cambon. 

In answer to this letter on the next morning, Tuesday, the 4th August, 
Herr von Langwerth gave me in writing an assurance that the Austrian 
and Swiss authorities had received communications to this effect. 

At the same time M. Miladowski, attached to the Consulate at Berlin, 
as well as other Frenchmen, was arrested in his own house while in bed. 
M. Miladowski, for whom a diplomatic passport had been requested, 
was released after four hours. 

I was preparing to leave for Vienna when, at a quarter to five, Herr 
von Langwerth came back to inform me that I would have to leave with 
the persons accompanying me at 10 o'clock in the evening, but that I 
should be taken to Denmark. On this new requirement I asked if I 
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should be confined in a fortress supposing I did not comply. Herr von 
Langwerth simply answered that he would return to receive my answer 
in half an hour. I did not wish to give the German Government the pre- 
text for saying that I had refused to depart from Germany. I therefore 
told Herr von Langwerth when he came back that I would submit to 
the order which had been given to me but "that I protested." 

I at once wrote to Herr von Jagow a letter of which the following is a 
copy: 

Berlin, August 4, 1914- 
Sir, 

More than once your excellency has said to me that the Imperial 
Government, in accordance with the usages of international courtesy, 
would facilitate my return to my own country and would give me 
every means of getting back to it quickly. 

Yesterday, however, Baron von Langwerth, after refusing me 
access to Belgium and Holland, informed me that I should travel to 
Switzerland via Constance. During the night I was informed that I 
should be sent to Austria, a country which is taking part in the present 
war on the side of Germany. As I had no knowledge of the intentions 
of Austria towards me, since on Austrian soil I am nothing but an 
ordinary private individual, I wrote to Baron von Langwerth that I 
requested the Imperial Government to give me a promise that the 
Imperial and Royal Austrian authorities would give me all possible 
facilities for continuing my journey and that Switzerland would not 
be closed to me. Herr von Langwerth has been good enough to 
answer me in writing that I could be assured of an easy journey and 
that the Austrian authorities would do all that was necessary. 

It is nearly five o'clock, and Baron von Langwerth has just an- 
nounced to me that I shall be sent to Denmark. In view of the present 
situation, there is no security that I shall find a ship to take me to 
England and it is this consideration which made me reject this pro- 
posal, with the approval of Herr von Langwerth. 

In truth no liberty is left me and I am treated almost as a prisoner. 
I am obliged to submit, having no means of obtaining that the rules 
of international courtesy should be observed towards me, but I 
hasten to protest to your excellency against the manner in which I 
am being treated. 

Jules Cambon. 

Whilst my letter was being delivered I was told that the journey 
would not be made direct but by way of Schleswig. At 10 o'clock in 
the evening, I left the embassy with my staff in the middle of a great 
assembly of foot and mounted police. 

At the station the Ministry for Foreign Affairs was only represented 
by an officer of inferior rank. 

The journey took place with extreme slowness. We took more than 
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twenty-four hours to reach the frontier. It seemed that at every sta- 
tion they had to wait for orders to proceed. I was accompanied by 
Major von Rheinbaben of the Alexandra Regiment of the Guard and 
by a police officer. In the neighborhood of the Kiel Canal the soldiers 
entered our carriages. The windows were shut and the curtains of the 
carriages drawn down; each of us had to remain isolated in his compart- 
ment and was forbidden to get up or to touch his luggage. A soldier 
stood in the corridor of the carriage before the door of each of our com- 
partments which were kept open, revolver in hand and finger on the 
trigger. The Russian Charge 1 d' Affaires, the women and children and 
everyone were subjected to the same treatment. 

At the last German station about 11 o'clock at night, Major von 
Rheinbaben came to take leave of me. I handed to him the following 
letter to Herr von Jagow. 

Wednesday Evening, August 5, 1914- 
Sir, 

Yesterday before leaving Berlin, I protested in writing to your 
excellency against the repeated change of route which was imposed 
upon me by the Imperial Government on my journey from Germany. 

To-day, as the train in which I was passed over the Kiel Canal an 
attempt was made to search all our luggage as if we might have hidden 
some instrument of destruction. Thanks to the interference of 
Major von Rheinbaben, we were spared this insult. But they went 
further. 

They obliged us to remain each in his own compartment, the win- 
dows and blinds having been closed. During this time, in the corridors 
of the carriages at the door of each compartment and facing each one 
of us, stood a soldier, revolver in hand, finger on the trigger, for nearly 
half an hour. 

I consider it my duty to protest against this threat of violence to 
the Ambassador of the Republic and the staff of his Embassy, vio- 
lence which nothing could even have made me anticipate. Yesterday 
I had the honor of writing to your excellency that I was being 
treated almost as a prisoner. To-day I am being treated as a danger- 
ous prisoner. Also I must record that during our journey which from 
Berlin to Denmark has taken twenty-four hours, no food has been 
prepared nor provided for me nor for the persons who were travelling 
with me to the frontier. 

Jules Cambon. 

I thought that our troubles had finished, when shortly afterwards 
Major von Rheinbaben came, rather embarrassed, to inform me that 
the train would not proceed to the Danish frontier if I did not pay the 
cost of this train. I expressed my astonishment that I had not been 
made to pay at Berlin and that at any rate I had not been forewarned 
of this. I offered to pay by a cheque on one of the largest Berlin banks. 
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This facility was refused me. With the help of my companions I was 
able to collect, in gold, the sum which was required from me at once, 
and which amounted to 3,611 marks 75 pfennig. This is about 5,000 
francs in accordance with the present rate of exchange. 1 

After this last incident, I thought it necessary to ask Major von 
Rheinbaben for his word of honor as an officer and a gentleman that 
we should be taken to the Danish frontier. He gave it to me, and I re- 
quired that the policeman who was with us should accompany us. 

In this way we arrived at the first Danish station, where the Danish 
Government had had a train made ready to take us to Copenhagen. 

I am assured that my English colleague and the Belgian Minister, 
although they left Berlin after I did, travelled by the direct route to 
Holland. I am struck by this difference of treatment, and as Denmark 
and Norway are, at this moment infested with spies, if I succeed in em- 
barking in Norway, there is a danger that I may be arrested at sea with 
the officials who accompany me. 

I do not wish to conclude this despatch without notifying your ex- 
cellency of the energy and devotion of which the whole staff of the em- 
bassy has given unceasing proof during the course of this crisis. I shall 
be glad that account should be taken of the services which on this occa- 
sion have been rendered to the Government of the Republic, in particu- 
lar by the secretaries of the embassy and by the military and naval 
attaches. 

Jules Cambon. 



No. 156. 



M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. Doumergue, Minister 

for. Foreign Affairs 

Paris, August 5, 191 J,. 

The Minister of State came to see me at the legation this morning, 
Tuesday, 4th August, 1914, at about half-past eight o'clock, in order to 
notify me that the German military authorities required my departure. 
On my answering that I would only give way to force M. Eyschen said 
that he understood my feelings in this matter, and it was just for that 
reason that he had himself come to make this communication which 
cost him so much, for it was just because force was used that he asked 
me to leave. He added that he was going to bring me written proof of 
this. 

I did not conceal from M. Eyschen the grief and anxiety which I had 

1 Subsequently the sum thus required from M. Jules Cambon was given to the 
Spanish Ambassador to be repaid to the French Ambassador. 
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in leaving my fellow-countrymen without defence, and asked him to 
be good enough to undertake their protection; this he promised to do. 

Just as he was leaving he handed me the enclosed letter (Enclosure I) 
which is the answer of the Luxemburg Government to the declaration 
which I had made the evening before, according to telegraphic instruc- 
tions of M. Viviani. 

About 10 o'clock, the Minister of State came again to the legation 
and left me with a short note from himself, a certified copy of the letter 
which the German Minister had addressed to him on the subject of 
my departure from Luxemburg. (Enclosures II and III.) 

At the same time he told me that he had informed Herr von Buch 
that the Luxemburg Government would be entrusted with the protec- 
tion of the French and would have charge of the legation and the chan- 
cery. This news did not seem to be agreeable to my German colleague, 
who advised M. Eyschen to move me to entrust this responsibility to the 
Belgian Minister. I explained to the Minister of State that the situa- 
tion was peculiar. As I was accredited to Her Royal Highness the 
Grand Duchess and as my country was not in a state of war with Luxem- 
burg, it was in these circumstances clearly indicated that it should be 
the Luxemburg Government which should look after the safety of my 
fellow-countrymen. M. Eyschen did not insist, and again accepted 
the service which I entrusted to him. 

The Minister of State then asked me to be good enough to leave 
quietly in order to avoid any demonstration, which, as he said, would 
not fail to bring about reprisals on the part of the German military 
authorities against the French. I answered that I attached too much 
value to the safety of my countrymen to compromise it and that he had 
nothing to fear. 

My departure, which was required to take place as soon as possible, 
was fixed for two o'clock; it was at the same time understood that I 
should leave in my motor car. As to a safe conduct, M. Eyschen told 
me that the German Minister was at that very moment at the German 
headquarters to ask for it, and that he would take care that I received 
it in good time. 

At a quarter-past two the Minister of State accompanied by M. Hen- 
rion,* Councillor of the Government, came to take leave of me and to 
receive the keys of the legation and those of the chancery. 

He told me that orders had been given for my free passage, and that 
I must make for Arlon by way of the Merle, Mamers and Arlon roads. 
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He added that a German officer would wait for me at the Merle road 
to go in front of my motor car. 

I then left the legation and made my way to Arlon by the road which 
had been determined on, but I did not meet anyone. 

Your excellency will have the goodness to find the enclosed text of 
the letter which I sent to the Minister of State before leaving my post. 
(Enclosure IV.) Mollabd. 



Enclosure I. 

M . Eyschen, Minister of State, President of the Government, to M. Mollard, 
French Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at Luxem- 
burg 

Luxemburg, August 4, 1914- 
Sir, 

In an oral communication made yesterday evening, your excellency 
has had the goodness to bring to my knowledge that in accordance with 
the Treaty of London of 1867, the Government of the Republic intended 
to respect the neutrality of the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg as they 
had shown by their attitude, but that the violation of this neutrality 
by Germany was nevertheless of such a kind as to compel France 
henceforth to be influenced in this matter by the care for her defence 
and her interests. 

You will allow me to point out clearly that the decision of the Govern- 
ment of the Republic is based solely on the act of a third Power for 
which in truth the Grand Duchy is not responsible. 
The rights of Luxemburg must then remain intact. 
The German Empire has formally declared that only a temporary 
occupation of Luxemburg entered into their intentions. 

I am glad to believe that the Government of the Republic will have 
no difficulty in establishing with me the fact that at all times and in all 
circumstances the Grand Duchy has fully and loyally fulfilled all the 
obligations of every kind which rested on it in virtue of the treaty of 
1867. 

I remain, etc., 
Eyschen, 
Minister of State, President of the 
Government. 
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Enclosure II. 

Private Letter from M. Eyschen, Minister of State, President of the Govern- 
ment, to M. Mollard, French Minister, at Luxemburg 
Sir, 

A short time ago I had with very great regret to inform you of the 
intentions of General von Fuchs with regard to your sojourn in Luxem- 
burg. 

As I had the honor to tell you, I asked for confirmation in writing of 
the decision taken by the military authorities in this matter. 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter which I have at this moment received 
from the German Minister. 

He has assured me that in carrying out this step there will be no want 
of the respect due to your position and person. 

Be good enough to receive the renewed expression of my regret and 
my deep regard. Eyschen. 



Enclosure III. 
To His Excellency the Minister of State, Dr. Eyschen 

Your Excellency, 

In accordance with the instructions of his excellency General Fuchs, 
I have the honor to ask you to be good enough to request the French 
Minister, M. Mollard, to leave Luxemburg as soon as possible and to 
return to France; otherwise the German military authorities would 
find themselves under the painful necessity of placing M. Mollard 
under the charge of a military escort and in the last extremity of pro- 
ceeding to his arrest. 

I beg your excellency to have the goodness on this occasion to re- 
ceive the assurance of my deepest regard. Von Buch. 



Enclosure IV. 

M . Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to His Excellency M. Eyschen, 
Minister of State, President of the Government of Luxemburg 

g- Luxemburg, August 4, 1914. 

I have just received your communication and I submit to force. 
Before leaving Luxemburg it is my duty to provide for the fortunes 
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and safety of my fellow-countrymen. Knowing the spirit of justice 
and equity of the Luxemburg Government, I have the honor to ask 
your excellency to take them under your protection, and to watch over 
the safety of their lives and goods. 

At the same time I will ask your excellency to take charge of the 
legation and the offices of the chancery. 

I should be much obliged to your excellency if you would be good 
enough to lay before Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess the ex- 
pression of my deepest respect, and my excuses for not having been 
able myself to express them to her. 

In thanking you for all the marks of sympathy which you have given 
me I beg you to receive renewed assurances of my deep regard. 

Armand Mollard. 



No. 157. 

Notification by the French Government to the Representatives of the Powers 

at Paris 

The German Imperial Government, after having allowed its armed 
forces to cross the frontier, and to permit various acts of murder and 
pillage on French territory; after having violated the neutrality of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxemburg in defiance of the stipulations of the Con- 
vention of London, 11th May 1867, and of Convention V of the Hague, 
18th October 1907, on the rights and duties of Powers and persons in case 
of war on land (Articles 1 and 2), conventions which have been signed 
by the German Government; after having addressed an ultimatum to 
the Royal Government of Belgium with the object of requiring passage 
for German troops through Belgian territory in violation of the treaties 
of the 19th April 1839, which had been signed by them, and in violation 
of the above convention of the Hague 

Have declared war on France at 6.45 p. m. on the 3rd August 1914. 

In these circumstances the Government of the Republic find them- 
selves obliged on their side to have recourse to arms. 

They have in consequence the honor of informing by these presents 
the Government of * * * that a state of war exists between France 
and Germany dating from 6.45 p. m. on 3rd August 1914. 

The Government of the Republic protest before all civilized nations, 
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and especially those governments which have signed the conventions 
and treaties referred to above, against the violation by the German 
Empire of their international engagements, and they reserve full right 
for reprisals which they might find themselves brought to exercise 
against an enemy so little regardful of its plighted word. 

The Government of the Republic, who propose to observe the prin- 
ciples of the law of nations, will, during the hostilities, and assuming 
that reciprocity will be observed, act in accordance with the interna- 
tional conventions signed by France concerning the law of war on land 
and sea. 

The present notification, made in accordance with Article 2 of the 
third Convention of the Hague of the 18th October 1907, relating to 
the opening of hostilities and handed to * * * 

Paris, August 4, 1914, % V- m - 



No. 158. 

Message from M. Poincare", President of the Republic, read at the Ex- 
traordinary Session of Parliament, August 4, 1914 

(Journal Officiel of the 5th August 1914) 

(The Chamber rises and remains standing during the reading of the 

message) 
Gentlemen, 

France has just been the object of a violent and premeditated attack, 
which is an insolent defiance of the law of nations. Before any declara- 
tion of war had been sent to us, even before the German Ambassador had 
asked for his passports, our territory has been violated. The German 
Empire has waited till yesterday evening to give at this late stage the 
true name to a state of things which it had already created. 

For more than forty years the French, in sincere love of peace, have 
buried at the bottom of their heart the desire for legitimate reparation. 

They have given to the world the example of a great nation which, 
definitely raised from defeat by the exercise of will, patience and labor, 
has only used its renewed and rejuvenated strength in the interest of 
progress and for the good of humanity. 
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Since the ultimatum of Austria opened a crisis which threatened the 
whole of Europe, France has persisted in following and in recommending 
on all sides a policy of prudence, wisdom and moderation. 

To her there can be imputed no act, no movement, no word, which 
has not been peaceful and conciliatory. 

At the hour when the struggle is beginning, she has the right, in 
justice to herself, of solemnly declaring that she has made, up to the 
last moment, supreme efforts to avert the war now about to break out, 
the crushing responsibility for which the German Empire will have to 
bear before history. {Unanimous and repeated applause.) 

On the very morrow of the day when we and our allies were publicly 
expressing the hope of seeing negotiations which had been begun under 
the auspices of the London Cabinet carried to a peaceful conclusion, 
Germany suddenly declared war upon Russia, she has invaded the ter- 
ritory of Luxemburg, she has outrageously insulted the noble Belgian 
nation {loud and unanimous applause), our neighbor and our friend, and 
attempted treacherously to fall upon us while we were in the midst of 
diplomatic conversation. {Fresh and repeated unanimous applause.) 

But France was watching. As alert as she was peaceful, she was pre- 
pared; and our enemies will meet on their path our valiant covering 
troops, who are at their post and will provide the screen behind which 
the mobilization of our national forces will be methodically completed. 

Our fine and courageous army, which France to-day accompanies 
with her maternal thought {loud applause) has risen eager to defend the 
honor of the flag and the soil of the country. {Unanimous and repeated 
applause.) 

The President of the Republic interpreting the unanimous feeling of 
the country, expresses to our troops by land and sea the admiration 
and confidence of every Frenchman. {Loud and prolonged applause.) 

Closely united in a common feeling, the nation will persevere with 
the cool self-restraint of which, since the beginning of the crisis, she has 
given daily proof. Now, as always, she will know how to harmonize 
the most noble daring and most ardent enthusiasm with that self-control 
which is the sign of enduring energy and is the best guarantee of victory. 
{Applause.) 

In the war which is beginning France will have Right on her side, the 
eternal power of which cannot with impunity be disregarded by na- 
tions any more than by individuals. {Loud and unanimous applause.) 

She will be heroically defended by all her sons; nothing will break 
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their sacred union before the enemy; to-day they are joined together 
as brothers in a common indignation against the aggressor, and in a 
common patriotic faith. {Loud and -prolonged applause and cries of ' Vive 
la France. ') 

She is faithfully helped by Russia, her ally (loud and unanimous ap- 
plause) ; she is supported by the loyal friendship of England. (Loud and 
unanimous applause.) 

And already from every part of the civilized world sympathy and 
good wishes are coming to her. For to-day once again she stands before 
the universe for Liberty, Justice and Reason (loud and repeated applause) 
'Haut les coeurs et vive la France!' (Unanimous and prolonged applause.) 

Raymond Poincake. 



No. 159. 



Speech delivered by M. Rene" Viviani, President of the Council, in the 
Chamber of Deputies, August 4, 1914 

(Journal Officiel, August 5, 1914) 

M. Rene" Viviani, President of the Council 
Gentlemen, 

The German Ambassador yesterday left Paris after notifying us of 
the existence of a state of war. 

The government owe to Parliament a true account of the events which 
in less than ten days have unloosed a European war and compelled 
France, peaceful and valiant, to defend her frontier against an attack, 
the hateful injustice of which is emphasized by its calculated unex- 
pectedness. 

This attack, which has no excuse, and which began before we were 
notified of any declaration of war, is the last act of a plan, whose origin 
and object I propose to declare before our own democracy and before 
the opinion of the civilized world. 

As a consequence of the abominable crime which cost the Austro- 
Hungarian Heir-Apparent and the Duchess of Hohenburg their lives, 
difficulties arose between the Cabinets of Vienna and Belgrade. 

The majority of the Powers were only semi-officially informed of these 
difficulties up till Friday, July 24th, the date on which the Austro- 
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Hungarian Ambassadors communicated to them a circular which the 
press has published. 

The object of this circular was to explain and justify an ultimatum 
delivered the evening before to Servia by the Austro-Hungarian Minis- 
ter at Belgrade. 

This ultimatum in alleging the complicity of numerous Servian 
subjects and associations in the Serajevo crime, hinted that the official 
Servian authorities themselves were no strangers to it. It demanded a 
reply from Servia by 6 o'clock on the evening of Saturday, July 25th. 

The Austrian demands, or at any rate many of them, without doubt 
struck a blow at the rights of a sovereign State. Notwithstanding their 
excessive character, Servia, on July 25th, declared that she submitted 
to them almost without reserve. 

This submission, which constituted a success for Austria-Hungary, 
a guarantee for the peace of Europe, was not unconnected with the ad- 
vice tendered to Belgrade from the first moment by France, Russia 
and Great Britain. 

The value of this advice was all the greater since the Austro-Hungarian 
demands had been concealed from the Chanceries of the Triple Entente, 
to whom in the three preceding weeks the Austro-Hungarian Govern- 
ment had on several occasions given an assurance that their claims would 
be extremely moderate. 

It was, therefore, with natural astonishment that the Cabinets of 
Paris, St. Petersburgh and London learned on 26th July that the Aus- 
trian Minister at Belgrade, after a few minutes' examination, declared 
that the Servian reply was inacceptable, and broke off diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

This astonishment was increased by the fact that on Friday, the 24th, 
the German Ambassador came and read to the French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs a note verbale asserting that the Austro-Servian dispute 
must remain localized, without intervention by the great Powers, or 
otherwise "incalculable consequences" were to be feared. A similar 
demarche was made on Saturday, the 25th, at London and at St. Peters- 
burgh. 

Need I, Gentlemen, point out to you the contrast between the threat- 
ening expressions used by the German Ambassador at Paris and the 
conciliatory sentiments which the Powers of the Triple Entente had 
just manifested by the advice which they gave to Servia to submit? 

Nevertheless, in spite of the extraordinary character of the German 
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d-marche, we immediately, in agreement with our allies and our friends, 
took a conciliatory course and invited Germany to join in it. 

We have had from the first moment regretfully to recognize that 
our intentions and our efforts met with no response at Berlin. 

Not only did Germany appear wholly unwilling to give to Austria- 
Hungary the friendly advice which her position gave her the right to 
offer, but from this moment and still more in the following days, she 
seemed to intervene between the Cabinet at Vienna and the compromises 
suggested by the other Powers. 

On Tuesday, 28th July, Austria-Hungary declared war on Servia. 
This declaration of war, with its aggravation of the state of affairs 
brought about by the rupture of diplomatic relations three days before, 
gave ground for believing that there was a deliberate desire for war, and 
a systematic programme for the enslavement of Servia. 

Thus there was now involved in the dispute not only the independ- 
ence of a brave people, but the balance of power in the Balkans, em- 
bodied in the Treaty of Bukarest of 1913 and consecrated by the moral 
support of all the great Powers. 

However, at the suggestion of the British Government with its con- 
stant and firm attachment to the maintenance of the peace of Europe, 
the negotiations were continued, or, to speak more accurately, the 
Powers of the Triple Entente tried to continue them. 

From this common desire sprang the proposal for action by the four 
Powers, England, France, Germany and Italy, which was intended, by 
assuring to Austria all legitimate satisfaction, to bring about an equi- 
table adjustment of the dispute. 

On Wednesday, the 29th, the Russian Government, noting the per- 
sistent failure of these efforts and faced by the Austrian mobilization 
and declaration of war, fearing the military destruction of Servia, de- 
cided as a precautionary measure to mobilize the troops of four military 
districts, that is to say, the formations echeloned along the Austro- 
Hungarian frontier exclusively. 

In taking this step, the Russian Government were careful to inform 
the German Government that their measures, restricted as they were 
and without any offensive character towards Austria, were not in any 
degree directed against Germany. 

In a conversation with the Russian Ambassador at Berlin, the German 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs acknowledged this without demur. 

On the other hand, all the efforts made by Great Britain, with the 
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adherence of Russia and the support of France, to bring Austria and 
Servia into touch under the moral patronage of Europe were encountered 
at Berlin with a predetermined negative of which the diplomatic des- 
patches afford the clearest proof. 

This was a disquieting situation which made it probable that there 
existed at Berlin intentions which had not been disclosed. Some hours 
afterwards this alarming suspicion was destined to become a certainty. 

In fact Germany's negative attitude gave place thirty-six hours later 
to positive steps which were truly alarming. On the 31st July Germany, 
by proclaiming "a state of danger of war," cut the communications 
between herself and the rest of Europe, and obtained for herself com- 
plete freedom to pursue against France in absolute secrecy military 
preparations which, as you have seen, nothing could justify. 

Already for some days, and in circumstances difficult to explain, 
Germany had prepared for the transition of her army from a peace 
footing to a war footing. 

From the morning of the 25th July, that is to say even before the 
expiration of the time limit given to Servia by Austria, she had confined 
to barracks the garrisons of Alsace-Lorraine. The same day she had 
placed the frontier-works in a complete state of defence. On the 26th, 
she had indicated to the railways the measures preparatory for concen- 
tration. On the 27th, she had completed requisitions and placed her 
covering troops in position. On the 28th, the summons of individual 
reservists had begun and units which were distant from the frontier 
had been brought up to it. 

Could all these measures, pursued with implacable method, leave us 
in doubt of Germany's intentions? 

Such was the situation when, on the evening of the 31st July, the 
German Government, which, since the 24th, had not participated by 
any active step in the conciliatory efforts of the Triple Entente, ad- 
dressed an ultimatum to the Russian Government under the pretext 
that Russia had ordered a general mobilization of her armies, and de- 
manded that this mobilization should be stopped within twelve hours. 

This demand, which was all the more insulting in form because a few 
hours earlier the Emperor Nicholas II, with a movement at once con- 
fiding and spontaneous, had asked the German Emperor for his media- 
tion, was put forward at a moment when, on the request of England 
and with the knowledge of Germany, the Russian Government was 
accepting a formula of such a nature as to lay the foundation for a 
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friendly settlement of the Austro-Servian dispute and of the Austro- 
Russian difficulties by the simultaneous arrest of military operations 
and of military preparations. 

The same day this unfriendly d-marche towards Russia was supple- 
mented by acts which were frankly hostile towards France; the rupture 
of communications by road, railway, telegraph and telephone, the 
seizure of French locomotives on their arrival at the frontier, the placing 
of machine guns in the middle of the permanent way which had been 
cut, and the concentration of troops on this frontier. 

From this moment we were no longer justified in believing in the 
sincerity of the pacific declaration which the German representative 
continued to shower upon us. (Hear, hear.) 

We knew that Germany was mobilizing under the shelter of the 
"state of danger of war." 

We learnt that six classes of reservists had been called up, and that 
transport was being collected even for those army corps which were 
stationed a considerable distance from the frontier. 

As these events unfolded themselves, the government, watchful and 
vigilant, took from day to day, and even from hour to hour, the meas- 
ures of precaution which the situation required; the general mobiliza- 
tion of our forces on land and sea was ordered. 

The same evening, at 7.30, Germany, without waiting for the accept- 
ance by the Cabinet of St. Petersburgh of the English proposal, which 
I have already mentioned, declared war on Russia. 

The next day, Sunday, the 2nd August, without regard for the ex- 
treme moderation of France, in contradiction to the peaceful declara- 
tions of the German Ambassador at Paris, and in defiance of the rules 
of international law, German troops crossed our frontier at three dif- 
ferent points. 

At the same time, in violation of the treaty of 1867, which guaranteed 
with the signature of Prussia the neutrality of Luxemburg, they in- 
vaded the territory of the Grand Duchy and so gave cause for a protest 
by the Luxemburg Government. 

Finally, the neutrality of Belgium also was threatened. The German 
Minister, on the evening of the 2nd August, presented to the Belgian 
Government an ultimatum requesting facilities in Belgium for military 
operations against France, under the lying pretext that Belgian neu- 
trality was threatened by us; the Belgian Government refused, and de- 
clared that they were resolved to defend with vigor their neutrality, 
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which was respected by France and guaranteed by treaties, and in 
particular by the King of Prussia. (Unanimous and prolonged applause.) 

Since then, Gentlemen, the German attacks have been renewed, 
multiplied, and accentuated. At more than fifteen points our frontier 
has been violated. Shots have been fired at our soldiers and customs 
officers. Men have been killed and wounded. Yesterday a German 
military aviator dropped three bombs on Luneville. 

The German Ambassador, to whom as well as to all the great Powers, 
we communicated these facts, did not deny them or express his regrets 
for them. On the contrary, he came yesterday evening to ask me for 
his passports, and to notify us of the existence of a state of war, giving as 
his reason, in the teeth of all the facts, hostile acts committed by French 
aviators in German territory in the Eifel district, and even on the rail- 
way near Carlsruhe and near Nuremberg. This is the letter which 
he handed to me on the subject: 

M. Le President, 

The German administrative and military authorities have established a certain 
number of flagrantly hostile acts committed on German territory by French military 
aviators. Several of these have openly violated the neutrality of Belgium by flying 
over the territory of that country; one has attempted to destroy buildings near Wesel; 
others have been seen in the district of the Eifel, one has thrown bombs on the rail- 
way near Carlsruhe and Nuremburg. 

I am instructed, and I have the honor to inform your excellency, that in the pres- 
ence of these acts of aggression the German Empire considers itself in a state of war 
with France in consequence of the acts of this latter Power. 

At the same time, I have the honor to bring to the knowledge of your excellency 
that the German authorities will retain French mercantile vessels in German ports, 
but they will release them if, within forty-eight hours, they are assured of complete 
reciprocity. 

My diplomatic mission having thus come to an end it only remains for me to 
request your excellency to be good enough to furnish me with my passports, and to 
take the steps you consider suitable to assure my return to Germany, with the staff 
of the Embassy, as well as with the staff of the Bavarian Legation and of the German 
Consulate General in Paris. 

Be good enough, M. le President, to receive the assurances of my deepest respect. 

(Signed) Schoen. 

Need I, Gentlemen, lay stress on the absurdities of these pretexts 
which they would put forward as grievances? At no time has any 
French aviator penetrated into Belgium, nor has any French aviator 
committed either in Bavaria or any other part of Germany any hostile 
act. The opinion of Europe has already done justice to these wretched 
inventions. (Loud and unanimous applause.) 
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Against these attacks, which violate all the laws of justice and all the 
principles of public law, we have now taken all the necessary steps; 
they are being carried out strictly, regularly, and with calmness. 

The mobilization of the Russian army also continues with remarkable 
vigor and unrestrained enthusiasm. (Unanimous and prolonged ap- 
plause, all the deputies rising from their seats.) The Belgian army, 
mobilized with 250,000 men, prepares with a splendid passion and 
magnificent ardor to defend the neutrality and independence of their 
country. (Renewed loud and unanimous applause.) 

The entire English fleet is mobilized and orders have been given to 
mobilize the land forces. (Loud cheers, all the deputies rising to their 
feet.) 

Since 1912 pourparlers had taken place between English and French 
General Staffs and were concluded by an exchange of letters between 
Sir Edward Grey and M. Paul Cambon. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs yesterday evening communicated these letters to the 
House of Commons, and I have the honor, with the consent of the 
British Government, to acquaint you with the contents of these two 
documents. 

Foreign Office, 
November 22, 1912. 
My dear Ambassador, 

From time to time in recent years the French and British naval and military ex- 
perts have consulted together. It has always been understood that such consulta- 
tion does not restrict the freedom of either government to decide at any future time 
whether or not to assist the other by armed force. We have agreed that consulta- 
tion between experts is not, and ought not to be regarded as, an engagement that 
commits either government to action in a contingency that has not arisen and may 
never arise. The disposition, for instance, of the French and British fleets respec- 
tively at the present moment is not based upon an engagement to co-operate in 
war. 

You have, however, pointed out that, if either government had grave reason to 
expect an unprovoked attack by a third Power, it might become essential to know 
whether it could in that event depend upon the armed assistance of the other. 

I agree that, if either government had grave reason to expect an unprovoked at- 
tack by a third Power, or something that threatened the general peace, it should 
immediately discuss with the other whether both governments should act together 
to prevent aggression and to preserve peace, and, if so, what measures they would be 
prepared to take in common. If these measures involved action, the plans of the 
General Staffs would at once be taken into consideration, and the governments would 
then decide what effect should be given to them. 

Yours, &c, 
E. Grey. 
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To this letter our Ambassador, M. Paul Cambon, replied on the 
23rd November 1912: 

London, November 23, 1912. 
Dear Sir Edward, 

You reminded me in your letter of yesterday, 22nd November, that during the 
last few years the military and naval authorities of France and Great Britain had 
consulted with each other from time to time; that it had always been understood 
that these consultations should not restrict the liberty of either government to decide 
in the future whether they should lend each other the support of their armed forces; 
that, on either side, these consultations between experts were not and should not be 
considered as engagements binding our governments to take action in certain even- 
tualities; that, however, I had remarked to you that, if one or other of the two govern- 
ments had grave reasons to fear an unprovoked attack on the part of a third Power, 
it would become essential to know whether it could count on the armed support of 
the other. 

Your letter answers that point, and I am authorized to state that, in the event of 
one of our two governments having grave reasons to fear either an act of aggression 
from a third Power, or some event threatening the general peace, that government 
would immediately examine with the other the question whether both governments 
should act together in order to prevent the act of aggression or preserve peace. If so, 
the two governments would deliberate as to the measures which they would be pre- 
pared to take in common; if those measures involved action, the two governments 
would take into immediate consideration the plans of their general staffs and would 
then decide as to the effect to be given to those plans. Yours, &c, 

Paul Cambon. 

In the House of Commons the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
spoke of France amidst the applause of the members in a noble and 
warm-hearted manner and his language has already found an echo deep 
in the hearts of all Frenchmen. {Loud and unanimous applause.) I wish 
in the name of the Government of the Republic to thank the English 
Government from this tribune for their cordial words and the Parlia- 
ment of France will associate itself in this sentiment. {Renewed, pro- 
longed and unanimous applause.) 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs made in particular the 
following declaration: 

In case the German fleet came into the Channel or entered the North Sea in order 
to go round the British Isles with the object of attacking the French coasts or the 
French navy and of harassing French merchant shipping, the English fleet would 
intervene in order to give to French shipping its complete protection in such a way 
that from that moment England and Germany would be in a state of war. 

From now onwards, the English fleet protects our northern and west- 
ern coasts against a German attack. Gentlemen, these are the facta 
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I believe that the simple recital of them is sufficient to justifiy the acts 
of the Government of the Republic. I wish, however, to make clear 
the conclusion to be drawn from my story and to give its true meaning 
to the unheard-of attack of which France is the victim. 

The victors of 1870 have, at different times, as you know, desired to 
repeat the blows which they dealt us then. In 1875, the war which was 
intended to complete the destruction of conquered France was only 
prevented by the intervention of the two Powers to whom we were to 
become united at a later date by ties of alliance and of friendship (unan- 
imous applause), by the intervention of Russia and of Great Britain. 
(Prolonged applause, all the deputies rising to their feet.) 

Since then the French Republic, by the restoration of her national 
forces and the conclusion of diplomatic agreements unswervingly ad- 
hered to, has succeeded in liberating herself from the yoke which even 
in a period of profound peace Bismarck was able to impose upon Europe. 

She has re-established the balance of power in Europe, a guarantee of 
the liberty and dignity of all. 

Gentlemen, I do not know if I am mistaken, but it seems to me that 
this work of peaceful reparation, of liberation and honor finally ratified 
in 1904 and 1907, with the genial co-operation of King Edward VII of 
England and the Government of the Crown (applause), this is what the 
German Empire wishes to destroy to-day by one daring stroke. 

Germany can reproach us with nothing. 

Bearing in silence in our bosom for half a century the wound which 
Germany dealt us we have offered to peace an unprecedented sacrifice. 
(Loud and unanimous applause.) 

We have offered other sacrifices in all the discussions which since 
1904 German diplomacy has systematically provoked, whether in 
Morocco or elsewhere in 1905, in 1906, in 1908, in 1911. 

Russia also has given proof of great moderation at the time of the 
events of 1908, as she has done in the present crisis. 

She observed the same moderation, and the Triple Entente with 
her, when in the Eastern crisis of 1912 Austria and Germany formulated 
demands, whether against Servia or against Greece, which still were, 
as the event proved, capable of settlement by discussion. 

Useless sacrifices, barren negotiations, empty efforts, since to-day in 
the very act of conciliation we, our allies and ourselves, are attacked by 
surprise. (Prolonged applause.) 

No one can honestly believe that we are the aggressors. Vain is the 
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desire to overthrow the sacred principles of right and of liberty to which 
nations, as well as individuals, are subject; Italy with that clarity of 
insight possessed by the Latin intellect, has notified us that she proposes 
to preserve neutrality. (Prolonged applause, all the deputies rising to their 
feet.) 

This decision has found in all France an echo of sincerest joy. I made 
myself the interpreter of this feeling to the Italian Charg6 d' Affaires 
when I told him how much I congratulated myself that the two Latin 
sisters, who have the same origin and the same ideal, a common and 
glorious past, are not now opposed to one another. (Renewed applause.) 

Gentlemen, we proclaim loudly the object of their attack — it is the 
independence, the honor, the safety, which the Triple Entente has re- 
gained in the balance of power for the service of peace. The object of 
attack is the liberties of Europe, which France, her allies, and her 
friends, are proud to defend. (Loud applause.) 

We are going to defend these liberties, for it is they that are in dis- 
pute, and all the rest is but a pretext. 

France, unjustly provoked, did not desire war, she has done every- 
thing to avert it. Since it is forced upon her, she will defend herself 
against Germany and against every Power which has not yet declared 
its intentions, but joins with the latter in a conflict between the two 
countries. (Applause, all the deputies rising to their feet.) 

A free and valiant people that sustains an eternal ideal, and is wholly 
united to defend its existence; a democracy which knows how to disci- 
pline its military strength, and was not afraid a year ago to increase its 
burden as an answer to the armaments of its neighbor; a nation armed, 
struggling for its own life and for the independence of Europe — here is 
a sight which we are proud to offer to the onlookers in this desperate 
struggle, that has for some days been preparing with the greatest calm- 
ness and method. We are without reproach. We shall be without fear. 
(Loud applause, all the deputies rising to their feet.) France has often 
proved in less favorable circumstances that she is a most formidable 
adversary when she fights, as she does to-day, for liberty and for right. 
(Applause.) 

In submitting our actions to you, Gentlemen, who are our judges, 
we have, to help us in bearing the burden of our heavy responsibility, 
the comfort of a clear conscience and the conviction that we have done 
our duty. (Prolonged applause, all the deputies rising to their feet.) 

Rene Viviani. 



